• POLICY Biosecurity measures: In a long-awaited report, a toplevel US government working group last week called for tightened security measures for scientists working with the most dangerous pathogens. The toughened measures include assessing individual scientists for their security risk every three years instead of every five as currently required. The working group also recommended that 82 biological select agents and toxins currently listed for tough security regulations should be graded according to the level of risk they pose, with biosecurity measures targeted accordingly.
Transparency call:
The food industry should be more open about its research on nanotechnology for food and food packaging, the United Kingdom's House of Lords Science and Technology Committee recommended in an 8 January report. It said that companies were reluctant to talk about their work in the area, an attitude that might engender public suspicion. The report also repeated calls for more research into the health and safety risks of nanomaterials. The European Union's emissions trading system (ETS) accounted for 77% of the world's carbon market last year. Its carbon prices, already dropping by the end of 2008, fell further as traders realized that power plants and other carbon-intensive industries had a large surplus of carbon permits. This was because the economic recession was lowering energy demand, as reflected by falling gas prices (see graph). In the end, says Point Carbon's analyst Stig Schjølset, carbon prices avoided the violent fluctuations seen in previous years.
The main event for 2010 carbon markets will be the United States' cap-and-trade scheme. If established in line with the proposal being debated in Congress, it would allot three times as many permits as the ETS's current cap, says Schjølset -vastly expanding carbon trade.
• PEOPLE Director dismissed: In the face of a major financial crisis, the Royal Institution of Great Britain has made redundant its director, Susan Greenfield (pictured). Greenfield, a neuroscientist at the University of Oxford, UK, has led the institution since 1998 and had recently overseen a £22-million (US$35.5-million) refurbishment of its headquarters in central London. Last month
• BUSINESS
Satellite contracts: The European Commission has awarded key contracts for Europe's ambitious and longdelayed satellite-navigation system, Galileo. OHB System in Bremen, Germany, secured €566 million (US$810 million) to build the first 14 satellites for the network, which is intended to rival the US Global Positioning System. Arianespace, based near Paris, France, got a €397-million contract to launch the first ten spacecraft on Soyuz rockets. The network is scheduled to begin operation in early 2014. it emerged that restricted endowments had been spent on the renovations and that the institution was short of funds (see Nature 462, 833; 2009). In a statement, Greenfield said she was "saddened and dismayed" by the decision, and would appeal to an employment tribunal over her dismissal.
Research Center. A newly publicized US Department of Agriculture inspection report noted that the oversight deficiencies that allowed this to happen have now been corrected.
Contracts remain to be awarded for up to 16 more satellites and for ground-control operations.
